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World at a Glance @ %E I gl}
International and Mainland Affairs Section

What do you know about the original Oktoberfest?

Finally, after three years the real Oktoberfest returned for the first time
since Covid broke out. For two and a half weeks. Munich hosted its
famous beer festival, that locals call “Wiesn” (eng. grass ground). But
there is not only beer: 5.7 million local and international visitors enjoyed
the traditional atmosphere and clothes, parades, amusement rides, food
stalls, music and games.

You probably have heard of Oktoberfest but did you know"

The first Oktoberfest was held in 1810 and was a wedding of the Crown Prince of Bavaria Ludwig and his
wife Princess Therese. Imagine your wedding party is so exciting that people keep celebrating it almost
every year for more than 200 years at the exact same spot.

.~ Most of the Oktoberfest is not in October but September. October can
"4 be quite cold and rainy in Germany, so only the last days of the festival
are truthful to its name.

For beer, you can only buy one litre glass for around 100 HKD. 5.6
million litres were consumed in 2022. Only breweries from within the
city limits of Munich are authorized to operate beer tents and sell their
beer.

Where there is light, there is also shadow. Alcohol abuse is a serious problem. 967 criminal offences,
including assault and sexual delicts, were reported. However, given the sheer size of the festival, this is a
relatively low level and measures such as a new Safe Space for girls and women and proper presence of
police were taken.

There are imitations of Oktoberfest all around the world including in Hong Kong.

Notably, the use of traditional clothes rises. While in the 1980s only few locals wore “Lederhosn”
(leather trousers) and “Dirndl” (dresses), today particularly the young people revive the tradition and
a majority embraces the Bavarian clothing.

In 2022, organic food and regional products increased in demand. Even vegetarian and vegan sausages

and specialities are now on the menu and establish themselves as popular meals within the pretty meaty
local cuisine.

Happy October and “Prost” (cheers)! @



