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World at a glance

International and Mainland Affairs Section

Our new international arrivals

It has been over two years since we had international interns in our Chinese YMCA of Hong
Kong. The ongoing pandemic has halted all international trips of the Association and made it

nearly impossible to host international YMCA friends in Hong Kong.

Travelling nowadays seems not the easiest and safest thing to do, not to mention all the
procedures and follow-ups upon arrival at your destination. But even with these challenges,
our Association was delighted to welcome six young German interns who are Sarah, Pascal,
Magdalena, Maurice, Hanna and Kai arrived on 2 October. They spent two weeks of
quarantine at a designated hotel plus one week of self-
monitoring in their new home, the Wu Kwai Sha
Youth Village. They had to be fully vaccinated before
landing in Hong Kong and get tested several times for

Covid-19 during the quarantine period.

This experience has been very unique to them as they
keep on learning and understanding Hong Kong’s

Zero- strategy. In Germany, the government is trying

to ease the prevention restrictions like wearing masks
are not mandatory outdoors and seems everything is
possible whether you are tested, vaccinated or recovered from Covid-19. To protect its
citizens, the German government emphasizes and encourages people to get vaccinated. Yet,

there is an increasing number of local cases daily.

The German interns are willing to go through all these precaution requirements because they
are eager to volunteer in the Association and engage with our YMCA members. Some of
them waited for this opportunity for over a year, as their internship was cancelled in 2020 due
to travel restrictions. Being able to explore Hong Kong for ten months while getting to know

its culture and traditions is a valuable opportunity that will never be forgotten.

If you happen to meet them in your centre, please feel free to introduce yourself and show
them the welcoming and candid spirit of Hong Kong. They will surely be happy to meet you
all.
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