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World at a glance
International and Mainland Affairs Section

The biggest Asian celebration of the Year
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Only a few weeks ago one of the biggest celebrations
worldwide took place, millions gathered with their loved
ones awaiting the famous countdown to welcome the
year of 2021. Although the new year festivities will not
come back until around 11 months or so later, for some

countries in Asia, the celebrations are only about to begin.

The Chinese New Year, Lunar
New Year or Spring Festival (as
it starts at the beginning of the
Spring season) is the biggest
holiday in Chinese community
and it is celebrated with family
reunions all around the country. This holiday is so
important that millions travel to their hometowns for

fellowship, causing the largest migration of the world.

Interestingly, Chinese New Year is not celebrated on a
fixed date, as the festivity follows the lunisolar calendar
the starting date of which varies from year to year. In
2021 the starting date will be on 12 February.

But China is not the only country welcoming the New Year
in the region; other Asian nations also see the Lunar New
Year as the most important festivity on their calendars.
Vietnam celebrates it as the ‘Tét Nguyén Ban’, Korea as
the ‘Seollal’ and Mongolia as the ‘Tsagaan Sar’. Each

country celebrates it with its own unique customs and
traditions but they also share similar practices: wearing
traditional clothing, gathering in large family reunions
and sharing delicious local feasts.

Outside of Asia, the
Chinese New Year is
celebrated by those
migrants that settle

elsewhere. One of
the biggest celebrations occurs in San Francisco
(USA) where around 500,000 people visit the streets
of Chinatown to spectate the festive parade. In the
same area, our partnering YMCA, San Francisco
Chinatown YMCA, also responds to the festive mood
and organizes a Chinese New Year Run, Arts & Crafts
workshops, lantern making workshops, etc. to celebrate
the special occasion and share the Chinese culture
among their members and the community.

Although this year’s celebrations are once again
affected by the ongoing pandemic, we still hope that
all of us can spend quality family time whilst complying
with the regulations imposed to protect ourselves and
others. We sincerely invite our YMCA members to
celebrate this important festivity responsibly and we
wish you all a Happy Chinese New Year of the Ox!
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Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong

Shatin Youth Outreaching Social Work Team
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